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IN TIIK CLAIMS; 

1 , (Previously Presented); A method for updating a cuiTent boot code in a data 
proccssiii« system iu which the current boot code is used to load an operating system, the 
incthod comprising the data procbssiug system implonieuted steps of: 

loading a cuaentboot code fi*om a non-volatile memory; 
initialing a boot scqirencc using the current boot code; 

scarcWng a storage device for an updated boc.L code for the operating system in 
response to initiating the boot sequence; and 

updating the cunent boot code in the non-vo!nlilc memory prior to loading tlic 
operating system for the data processing system if the updated boot code is present. 

2, (Original): I he method of claim 1, wherein the storage device is a non-volalilc 
random access memory. 

3, (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the operating system is stored on Ihc 
storage device* 

4, (Original): The method of claim 3, wherein the storage device is a removable storage 
device locally connected to the data processing system. 

5, (Original): Tlic melhod of claim 1 further comprising: 

loading the operating system using the cunvntbool code if the updated boot code 
is absent. 

6, (Oiiginal): The method of cUmn 1, wherein the iipdating step comimses: 

replacing the cuircnt boot code with the up.lated boot code prior to loading the 
operating system. 
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7. (Oi isinal): The mclliod ordaim 1 , wherein the iipdaling step forms a new ciuTcnt boot 
code and fuvlhcr comprises: 

rcsLaitiiig the data processing systcjn using the now ciuTent boot code; and 
loading the operating system using the new current boot code, 

8. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the updated boot code is present if a boot 
code is present on the storage device in which the boot code is a later version of the 
current boot code. 

9. (Original): The mclhod ofclaim 1 > wherein the updated boot code is present if a boot 
code is located on the storage device. 

1 0. (Prcvionsly Presented): A method in a data processing system for loading an 
opcmting system using a boot code, the method cooiprising: 

loading a current boot code; 

searching, by the current boot code, for an updated boot code prior to loading the 
operating systcjn; 

determining, by the current boot code, whctltcr the updated boot code is a later 
version of the current boot code; and 

updating the current boot code using the updated boot code responsive to the 
updated boot code being a later version of the current boot code. 

1 1 . (Original): The mclhod of claim 10, wherein th searching step comprises: 

searching a local storage device for the updated boot code prior to loading the 
operating system. 

12. (Previously Presented): The method ofclaim 1 1 , wherein tlie local storage device 
contains the operating system. 

13. (Original): I'he mclhod ofclaim 10, wherein the scarchiag step comprises: 
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searching a storage device located remotely lo the data processing system for the 
updated boot code prior lo loading the operating system. 

1 4. (Original): The method of claim 13, wherein the storage device is located on a 
scA'cr. 

1 5. (Previously Presented): A data processing system comprising: 

a bus; 

u Jirst storage device coimccted to the bus, wherein the first storage device 
incliules current boot code instructions; 

a second storage device connected to the bus. wherein an operating system is 
located on the second storage device; and 

a processor unit connected to the bus, wherein the processor unit executes the 
current boot code instructions to determine whether updated boot code instmctions are 
present in the second storage device, updates the eutrent boot code instructions using the 
updated boot code instmctions to fonn an updated r/A of boot code iustniclions if the 
updated boot code instructions are present on the second storage device, reinitiahzes the 
data processing system using the updated set of boot code instructions if the current boot 
code instructions are updated, and loads the operating system using the updated set of 
boot code instmctions. 

16. (Originiil): The data processing system of clairn 1 5, wherein updating of the current 
boot code instructions is performed by replacing the ciurent boot code instructions in the 
first storage device with the updated boot code in.slructions in the second storage device. 

17. (Original): The data processing system of claim 15, wherein the processor unit loads 
the operating system u.sing the current boot code instructions if updated boot code 
inslmction.<; are aljsent on the second storage device. 
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1 8. (Original): The data proccssmg system of claim 17, wherein the updated boot code 
insii uclions are prcscnl if any boot code instructions nrc present on the second storage 
device. 

19. (Original): Tlic data processing system of claim 1 7, wherein the updated boot code 
inslruclions arc present if a newer version of the cunvnl boot code instructions is prescm. 

20. (Original): The data processing system of claim 15, wherein the first storage device 
is a nou- volatile random access memory. 

21 . (Original): 'Hie data processing system ofclaim 1 5, wherein the second storage 
device IS one o f a removable non-volatile random access memory, a hard disk drive, a 
floppy disk, a CD-ROM, and a DVD-ROM. 

22. (Previously Presented): The data processing sysCcm ofclaim 15. wherein Uie data 
processing system is one of a laptop computer, a palmtop computer, a personal computer, 
and a personal digital assistant. 

23. (Previously Presented): A data processing systc-m for updating a cnnent boot code in 
which the current boot code is used to load an operating system, the data processing 

system comprising: 

loading means for loading a current boot code from a non-volatile memory; 

initiating means for initiating a boot sequence using the current boot code; 

searching means for searching a storage device for an updated boot code for the 
operating system in response to initiating the boot sequence; and 

updating means for updating the current boot code in the non-volatile mcmoiy 
Ijrior to loading the operating system for the data processing system if the updated boot 
code is present. 

24. (Original): Tbc<lata processing system ofclaim 23, whcrcm the storage device is a 
non- volatile random access mcmoiy. 
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25. (Onginal): The dala processing system of claim IX wherein the operating system is 
stored on llic storage device. 

26. (Original): The data processing system of claim 25, wherein the storage device is a 
removable storage device locally connected to the d.-la processing system. 

27. (Original): The data processing system of claim 23 further comprising: 

loading means for loading the operating system using tlie current boot code if the 
updated boot code is absent. 

28. (Original): The data processing system of claim 23, wherein the updating means 
comprises: 

replacing means for replacing the current boot code with the updated boot code 
])iior to loading the operating system. 

29. (Original): The data processing system of clainj 23, wherein the updating means 
generates u new current boot code and further comprises: 

veslarting lucaivs for restarting the data processing system using the new current 
boot code; and 

loading rac-ins for loading the operating system using die new current boot code. 

30. (Original): The data processing system of claiip 23. wherein the updated boot code is 
present if a boot code is present on the storage device in which the boot code is a later 
version of Uie current boot code. 

3 1 . (Original); The data processing system of claim 23, wherein the updated boot code is 
present if a boot code is localetl on the storage device. 

32. (Previously Presented): A data processing system for loading an operating system 
using a boot code, the data processing system comjirising: 
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loadins i»_ertns for loadi ng a current boot code; 

searching means for searching, by the curren( boot code, for an updated boot code 
prior to loadincj Ihc operating system; 

delcmiining means for determining, by the current boot code, whctlier the updated 
boot code is a later version ofthc current boot code; imd 

updaliny means for updating the current boor code using the updated boot code 
responsive to the updated boot code being a later ver?;ion ofthc current boot code. 

33. (Original): The data processing system of ciaint 32, wherein the searching means 
comprises: 

means for searching a local storage device for tJic updated boot code prior lo 
loading the operating system. 

34. (Proviotisly Presented): The data processing system of claim 33, wherein the local 
storage device contains the operating system. 

35. (Original): The data processing system of claim 32, wherein the searching means 
comprises: 

means for searching a storage device located remotely to the data processing 
system for the updated boot code prior to loading Ihe operating system. 

36. (Original): lite data processing system of claim 35» wherein tlie storage device is 
located on a server. 

37. (Previously Presented): A computer program product in a computer readable medium 
Ibr updating a current boot code in a data processing system in which tlie current boot 
code is used to load an operating system, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for loading a current boot code from a non-volatile memory; 
second insiructioas for initiating a boot seq-icnce using the current boot code; 
third instructions for searching a storage device for an updated boot code for the 
operating system in response to initiating the boot sequence; and 
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fourlh instriiclioas for updating the current boot code in the non-volatib memory 
prior to loading the operatuig system for the data processing system if the updated boot 
code is present. 

38. (f fcviously Presciiteti); A computer program proiluct in a computer readable medium 
for loading an operating system using a boot code, tl.c computer program product 
comprising; 

first instructions for loading a ciuTcnt boot code; 

second instructions for searching, by the curicnt boot code, for an updated boot 
c«dc prior to loading the operating system; 

third inijlrnctions for determining, by the current boot code, whether the updated 
boot code is u later version of (be current boot code; 

fourth insli-uetions for updating the cunrcnt b;iot code using the updated boot code 
responsive to the updated boot code being a later vef>iion of the current boot code. 
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